THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

contemporary events, the phenomena of recent
strikes, the phenomena of sabotage carry out the
suggestion that in a community where nearly every
one reads extensively, travels about, sees the charm
and variety in the lives of prosperous and leisurely
people, no class is going to submit permanently to
modern labour conditions without extreme resist-
ance, even after the most elaborate Labour Con-
ciliation schemes and social minima are established.
Things are altogether too stimulating to the imagi-
nation nowadays. Of all impossible social dreams
that belief in tranquillised and submissive and
virtuous Labour is the wildest of all. No sort of
modern men will stand it. They will as a class do
any vivid and disastrous thing rather than stand it.
Even the illiterate peasant will only endure lifelong
toil under the stimulus of private ownership and
with the consolations of religion; and the typical
modern worker has neither the one nor the other.
For a time, indeed, for a generation or so even, a
labour mass may be fooled or coerced, but in the
end it will break out against its subjection even if
it breaks out to a general social catastrophe.

We have, in fact, to invent for the Great State,
if we are to suppose any Great State at all, an eco-
nomic method without any specific labour class.
If we cannot do so, we had better throw ourselves
in with the conservators forthwith, for they are
right and we are absurd. Adhesion to the concep-
tion of the Great State involves adhesion to the
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